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*OGC Has Reviewed*

16 November 1955

SelURARIUR FOR @ uffiee of uvemsral Uounsel

ALTENT EUN : I 25%1A%

RTEN (v :  Heimbursement Lor vhipment ol futomobile
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1. 4n DN CiA recently returned
irom a tour of duty in the iield. His letter of Authorisation
placed him under civilian regulations, and his travel orders
avthorized him to ship an sutemobile to his overseas post and
vack to tieadquarters. He did not ship » car to his post, nor did
he smcquires one while in Burops. re did, bowsever, arrange to have u
car delivered to him at the pert of New York. He drove the car
Irom Hew York to Washington, and is now claiming, as part of his
travel voushsr, ten eents per mile for the New York-Washington
portion of the trip.

2. The shipment of a car Iron overseas post to iHeadquarters
is frequsntly accomplished in rart by heving the owner drive the
car irom post te port of embearkatlon and from port of entry to
¥ashington. Ia such instences milesge has been allowed as being less
costly Lo the government than counercial shipment of the vehicle.

3. We are informed that in & recent opinion the Genersl
Lounsel ruled valid a claim for reimbursement {or the shipment trom
to Hesdquarters of an sutemobile acquired by an employee
while en route to lisadquarters at the conclusion of a tour of duty

L. EL Oivision requesis advice on thie rollowing questions:

a) Are we correct in our understending, stated in para.
3 above, ihan an employee may claim reimbursement for the
cost of shipment of an automobile wihich he did not possess
at the bsginning of his trip but which he acquires while
en route irom his overscas pozt to Headgusrters?

i:} if the answer to La is affirmative, is any distinction

Lo be made between acquisition {(of an automobile) abroad and
acquisition in the bnited States?
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¢} if the answer to ia is affirmative, is the employes
entitled to constructive costs if he has a car shipped
to Washington from somne point not on the normal direct
route between his overseas post and Headquerters? For
exampie, can an employee apply the theoretical cost of
shipping & car from hLis overseas post io Headgquarters to
the actual cost of shipping the car from Detroit to

Washingtan?
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